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Minor league baseball is quintessentially American: small towns, small stadiums, $5 tickets, $2 hot

dogs, the never-ending possibility of making it big. But looming above it all is always the real deal:

Major League Baseball. John Feinstein takes the reader behind the curtain into the guarded world of

the minor leagues, like no other writer can. Where Nobody Knows Your Name explores the trials

and travails of the inhabitants of Triple-A, focusing on nine men, including players, managers and

umpires, among many colorful characters, living on the cusp of the dream. The book tells the stories

of former World Series hero Scott Podsednik, giving it one more shot; Durham Bulls manager

Charlie Montoya, shepherding generations across the line; and designated hitter Jon Lindsey, a

lifelong minor leaguer, waiting for his day to come. From Raleigh to Pawtucket, from Lehigh Valley

to Indianapolis and beyond, this is an intimate and exciting look at life in the minor leagues, where

youâ€™re either waiting for the call or just passing through.
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Author John Feinstein focuses on eight Triple A individuals--Durham Bulls manager Charlie

Montoyo, Norfolk Tides manager Ron Johnson, pitchers Chris Schwinden, Brett Tomko and Scott

Elarton, outfielder Nate McLouth, designated hitter John Lindsey and umpire Mark Lollo--during the

2012 season in Where Nobody Knows Your Name: Life in the Minor Leagues of Baseball.Feinstein

describes his book as being about "a handful of men who run the gamut of life in Triple A; men who

have been stars and have fallen; men who have been rich and then far from rich; and men who



have aspired to those heights and never reached them."Feinstein writes that no one dreams of

playing in Triple A, and virtually no one wants to be there. Most everyone believes he's just "one

accident away" from getting called up to the major league club. Players come and go every day and

teammates compete against each other for that coveted call-up spot. The player transactions are

barely noticed by the regular baseball fans, but they have a tremendous impact on those

involved.Triple A is filled with players who are pushing back the inevitable end to the playing days.

They are at a point in their careers where getting to the majors or returning to the majors isn't

impossible, but it isn't likely.Life in Triple A is often an emotional roller coaster. It is filled with

uncertainly, heartaches, disappointments, hope and thrills. Hope is the key.Toledo manager Phil

Nevin says, "The worst part is releasing a player because you're killing his dream. Sometimes, the

biggest favor you can do is tell a player 'it's time.' They don't want to hear it, but they need to hear

it."Feinstein writes that those in Triple A all have one thing in common--a love for the game.
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